
Offering Hope to the Pikes Peak Region

www.springsrescuemission.org

A member of: Association
of Gospel Rescue Missions

Helping the poor, hungry and
homeless of our community

December 2004

“Blessed is he that considereth
the poor, the Lord will deliver

him in time of trouble. The Lord
will preserve him and keep him
alive, he shall be blessed upon

the earth.” (Psalm 41:1-2)

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR THE GREAT THANKSGIVING BANQUET PICTORIAL
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Holiday Letter From The Director

From A Donors Perspective

ALL PHOTOS TAKEN AT
SPRINGS RESCUE MISSION

GOD’S LOVE
WAS IN THE AIR

Imagine wondering each and every
day where your next meal would
come from, and how long it would be
before it came. The trials of life
building up the walls around you,
between friends, family, and the
community in which you live. Now
imagine entering a different world
that immediately brought inner relief,
peace and a warm meal, all
surrounded by friendly faces worn by
people happy to see you.

That is exactly what happened at
The Great Thanksgiving Banquet
hosted by the donors and volunteers
of Springs Rescue Mission.

On November 23rd  over 800 of
Colorado Springs’ less fortunate
stepped into that world. The crowd
that filled City Auditorium on that day
was truly unbelievable in size and
consumed most of the floor space.

The homeless, hungry and the
(Continued on next page)



Rev. Joseph VazquezFEEDING THE HUNGRY

poorest in our city enjoyed a relaxing
atmosphere, fulfilling meal and an
exceptional time of sharing with
people that do care about them.

For a moment, the walls were
torn down and there was true
community.

There were three things that made
a significant impact on those who
were present during the
Thanksgiving meals of previous
years. First, the large number of

(Continued from cover)

people was
astonishing.

Within the first
hour extra tables
had to be set up
to make room
for the crowd that
walked through
the doors.

Second, the
need of the
people who
came was
t r e m e n d o u s .

From those who
were homeless to
many struggling
poor families, all
really needed help.
Along with the large
amount of meals
that were eaten,
almost all took
advantage of the
free clothing and
food boxes that
were given out to

everyone in need.
Third, everyone that was served

showed a real greatfulness with
innumerable thanks that came from
the heart of people who truly felt
blessed to have the opportunity to
receive the things they were given.

The presence of God was ushered
in both from the dedication of many
volunteers who put their all into
helping and from the extreme
gratefulness portrayed by those who
were helped.

It was truly more than a meal!

Holiday Message
From the Director

The City Auditorium was crowded as the Mission
welcomed all who were in need.

Volunteers of all ages helped feed
the hungry of Colorado Springs

What a truly wonderful time of the
year!

I hope this Christmas Season finds you
in good spirits ...

At home we just put up our Christmas
Tree and my fifteen-month-old daughter
Rhema looks in amazement at the
“twee.” Children are such an inspiration
for us to do our best during this season,
especially as we see the children of poor
families who come to the Mission for
help.

Thanksgiving at the City Auditorium
was successful and we are very grateful
for the many lives we were able to affect.
With each person we fed and helped we
were reminded that the purpose of
Thanksgiving Day is for showing
appreciation to God for the blessings in
our own lives. How we have to share what
He has done for us with those who have

the least.
Many of the people that we serve are

struggling which serious issues much
larger than what gift to buy for a favorite
friend or the need to lose a few pounds
after enjoying  holiday eating. This time

of the year brings depression and anxiety
about where life is for some of these
people. Not having a home or family to
spend Christmas with affects most in a
very negative way.

Hot meals, new toys for children, and
new Bibles will be among the many things
we will give out this Christmas year, but
my hope is always that we can touch
the hearts of those we provide for, that
they will receive something more.

John 17:3 explains that having an
intimate relationship with God and His
Son is eternal life. Every one of us will
go into eternity some day, and where will
we spend it? The staff and supporters of
Springs Rescue Mission want to share
the Good News of Jesus with people who
are perishing. His love is what should
motivate us to do our very best and why
we celebrate his birthday.

My gift to Jesus is to share the
relationship I have with Him with those
around me. I always Shout “give us the
lost! Happy Birthday Jesus, we love you!

Joe opening with prayer
at City Auditorium



CHANGING LIVES
Through The Eyes Of A Donor

Four children who are learning to do their
part for the less fortunate in their community

A few weeks ago the Mission
received a visit from a family of six.
They came to donate money they
collected for the Mission’s holiday
meal.

The story was so unique we asked
them to email the story when they
got home. Here is the letter the
Mission received.

Dear Springs Rescue Mission,
We are the Andersons. Todd, Barb

and our children: Ariana who is six,
Noah, Katelyn and Claire four year
old triplets.

 Ariana is adopted from Mexico
and we received her when she was
2 months old. The triplets were born
3 months premature and spent 3
months fighting to live and get well
in the NICU in Indianapolis. We are
blessed to have all of our children
and are convinced that God has
special plans for them all.

I (Barb) am a Social Worker (not
practicing anymore) and spent about

15 years working in
the inner cities of
Chicago and
I n d i a n a p o l i s .
Because of this,
and because of the
passion Todd and I
both have for the
oppressed, afflicted
and abandoned, we
desire to reach out
not only as adults
but also with our
children.

It is very
important to us that
our children are raised with the eyes
of Jesus...that they do not look at the
outward appearance but at the heart.

Jesus desires that none should
perish and we want our children
to have that same passion. We do
not want them to take lightly
where we are right now in life
because that could change.

And we also desire them to have
hearts of compassion
and outreach for their
world. We believe by
modeling this and
beginning this with them
early on, a seed will be
planted. We are excited
to see how God will use
them in the future.

We moved to
Colorado Springs in
August and, once we
were settled, had a
desire to begin finding
ways to get involved
locally. We received
your Thanksgiving
mailing and were
strongly impressed by
the Lord to help with the

opportunity to provide holiday
meals.

We took a used juice jar and
turned it into our collection bottle. We
taped the picture of Kenny from the
mailing on the bottle as a visual of
the folks we would be helping, along
with the verse, “I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat; I was
thirsty and you gave me something
to drink.” The kids memorized this.

We talked with the children about
what we desired to do and what this
money would go for. They were
excited to be involved. We told them
that they needed to initiate helping
with projects around the home and
that we would then pay them for the
work done and this money would be
put in the jar. Todd would “pay out”
each child for the labor done from
the day before during breakfast time.

This daily experience and then the
presentation of the jar at Springs
Rescue Mission was a wonderful way
to help build “outward eyes” in our
children and we look forward to more
opportunities.

God Bless you for all you do,
Barb Anderson

Parents are bringing their children to the
Mission to learn the valuable lesson of serving

COMING NEXT MONTH: Christmas Eve Dinner to feed the hungry and
homeless pictorial on our web site



   Springs Rescue Mission first
launched a web site in 2001. After
three years and 400,000 “hits,” we are
proud to bring you this improved web
site. You will find it easier to use and to
keep in touch with the ministry.

   Here are some of the features we
have added just for you:

• More direct navigation links on
the navigation menu (see top
right)

• Most recent news on the home
page

• Search our web site

(see bottom right)

• E-mail easier to use and more
integrated

• Most pages can be made printer-
friendly: print without the
navigation menu (see bottom
left)

• Most pages can be e-mailed to a
friend (see bottom left)

• New article Poverty and
homelessness

• New site map

• New privacy statement

• Pages load faster

• Most navigation links in
navigation menu (top right)
display a tooltip with more
information if you hover your
mouse over the link (with a
compatible web browser)

• RSS XML news feeds for visitors
who use news aggregator
software

   More new features are coming soon.
Be sure to bookmark
www.springsrescuemission.org and
check back often.

Welcome to:  springsrescuemission.org
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FOR AUTO
DONATION CALL
(719) 291-1008

We do DMV paperworkWe do DMV paperworkWe do DMV paperworkWe do DMV paperworkWe do DMV paperwork

Please deliver any items to
Dona Nanney on the second
floor at 5 W. Las Vegas St.

HELP THE HOMELESS
SURVIVE THE WINTER

Sleeping
bags
Blankets

Gloves
Knit Caps
Scarves

Warm Jackets

Backpacks
Blankets
Long Underwear
Socks
Cold Medicine
Vitamin C

Hand Towels

Over the counter
nonalcoholic cold and
flu medicine to give
out to the homeless

REALLY NEED

Make A Difference
Individuals are needed to sponsor men in the Mission’s

New Life Recovery Program who are pursuing a Culinary
Arts certification.

Sponsorship of $125 will enable one person to partake
in a six month course offered by the American Culinary
Foundation.

For more information on helping men in recovery pursue
a career, please contact the Mission’s Food Service Coor-
dinator Walter Lofton at 209-0902.

This is a great opportunity to help someone truly suc-
ceed.

Walter Lofton (center)  with NLP residents currently
a part of the kitchen crew pursuing the Culinary Arts

INCREASE YOUR TAX REFUND!

Springs Rescue Mission Special Events Calendar

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE FOR A TAX DEDUCTION
AND HELP SOMEONE ON THE ROAD TO RECOVERY

If you want to volunteer or have questions on how you can
partner with Springs Rescue Mission please call  632-1822

Friday, Dec. 24th: Christmas Eve Dinner at City
Auditorium 221 E. Kiowa St. 11 am to 3 pm

MISSION NEEDS LIST


